
 Durham Triple Play Leagues, Inc. aka 
Long Ball Program is an inner city RBI 
(Reviving baseball in inner cities) program 
for young men ages 13-18 in Durham, NC. 
We came to be in 2009 when Durham Parks 
and Recreation cancelled the free 13-15 year 
old baseball league. We have 120 young 
men in the program which consist of four 
teams 13-15 and four teams 16-18 with 15 
players each. We tried expanding to include 
softball for girls but didn’t get the numbers. 
Instead we host one free clinic a year so we 
don’t leave them out. There are 3 coaches 
per team along with 10 staff and volunteers 
from various communities working together. 
We focus on academic enrichment and have 
our players host a free clinic for the younger 
baseball program in Durham as their way of 
giving back to the community. We tell them 
they have to show respect in order to get 
respect. They learn how to be a team player 
and the importance of acting like major 
league citizens on and off the field.  

The only way we truly win is by working 
together for the betterment of all 
communities. What the scoreboard reads at 
the end of a game, or how many wins or 
loses at the end of the season is irrelevant. 
The real success is found in the 
opportunities that have been created for 
these young athletes, the relationships 
they’ve built and the desire to be a better 

person on and off the field for their families 
and their communities. 

Our top supporters include MiLB Charities, 
MLB R.B.I., CBC/WRAL Community Fund 
of Triangle Community Foundation, 
Hendricks Durham Auto Mall, Durham 
Parks & Rec., Duke and NCCU baseball, 
USA Baseball, AWNC, Good Sports,  Bull 
City Elk’s, Duke-Durham Neighborhood, 
Moving Screens, Durham Negro League and 
many other businesses. 

 
Long Ball opening day 2014 Duke’s head 
baseball coach Chris Pollard and NCCU 
head Coach Jim Koerner spoke to the 
players of Long Ball. Duke is a partner and 
NCCU is a strong supporter and they host 
conditioning clinics for our players and 
coaches. Also in attendance were Hendricks 
Paul Ensslin, Duke Durham Regional 
Affairs Neil Hoefs and Durham Parks Travis 
Barbee. Not picture is Major Bill Bell who 
also spoke. 
 
 We don’t allow sagging pants, profanity 
or taunting of players, coaches or umpires 
at our games or events. We make sure our 
events are family friendly and a safe and 

pleasant environment for the players and 
fans at all times. Our games are free and 
open to the public. We play at the Historic 
Durham Athletic Park, Hillside and Crest 
Street City Parks. 
 
We make sure the players are on various 
teams so we don’t have neighborhoods 
against one another. We want them to get 
along no matter what street they live on.  

We try to lead the way when it comes to 
finding positive alternatives for young teens 
in Durham and the surrounding areas.  

 We want to partner with other programs to 
help take these young athletes to the next 
level on and off the field. We believe in 
joining forces to produce stronger 
communities. 

Below is Duke’s head Coach Chris Pollard 
speaking with Long Ball players at a clinic 
he and his assistant coaches and players 
hosted as part of our partnership. 

 



Objective and goals  
 

The primary goal is to foster commitment to 
young people that will promote friendships, 
strong interpersonal skills, push education 
and reassert a sense of hope in their future, 
using baseball and softball as the vehicle. 
We want to be instrumental in their path to 
adulthood by giving them a sense of pride 
and accomplishment. Long Ball involves 
parents and community members as partners 
in the educational and clinic process by 
utilizing their talents and knowledge to 
support the development of our players. Our 
first year two players that dropped out went 
back; they have both graduated and working 
full time jobs. 
  
We are a NC 501c3 nonprofit. We work 
with inner city schools and organizations so 
these players get year round support while 
enhancing their talents on and off the field. 
We are all volunteers making a difference in 
these young athlete lives. Volunteers, 
coaches, equipment, monetary and in-kind 
donations are always needed. 

RBI All-Star Teams at Regionals 2014 

 
16-18 Long Ball Team at Bay Sox Stadium 

 
Long Ball 13-15 team at Bay Sox Stadium 

 
We take two all-star teams to the Mid-

Atlantic Regional every year in mid-July. 
Sportsmanship on and off the field along 
with exceptional skills is the only way to 
make the all-star teams. Our mission is to 
expose them to other players around the 
world as a means to gauge their talent.  

 
Why spend hundreds of dollars on showcase 

and travel teams when you can get more 
exposure and home games with us.  No hotel 

cost for out of town tournaments, more 
games played during the week in the 

summer in a professional stadium. If he 
makes one of the all-star teams his name, 

stats and school he attends will be on Major 
League RBI website for college scouts to 

see and all for $30 which includes his jersey 
and matching hat.  

New in 2017 is software to show and track 
their stats on our website. 

 
Admission is always FREE! 

 
Website: longballdurham.com 
Mrs. Pat James (919)236-3101 
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13-18 year old males 

Started in 2009  
 

Change the way they think, and  
you change the way they play. 


