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As Long Ball opened its fifth
baseball season last week, I
couldn’t help but notice the
number of sponsors honored
during the pregame ceremo-
ny.
Duke baseball coach Josh
Jordan was there – not N.C.
Central mind you. Paul Ensslin
of Chevy Youth Baseball was
in attendance. Durham Parks
& Recreation and James
Mitchell of Bull City Elk’s
Lounge have supported the
program since the beginning.
Local Chik-fil-A owner David
Moncree came on board this
season after meeting league
President Pat James.
But the biggest surprise was
Ted Gill, a white businessman
James and Vice President Myra
Blackwell met last year on a
cruise. 
Gill was so impressed with
what the program was all
about, he became a sponsor
right then and there. Gill and
his family made the long trip
from Centennial, Colo., to pres-
ent James and staff with an-
other $1,000 check.

That was it. I
checked Long
Ball’s website for
a list of sponsors
and while the
companies
showcased
should be com-
mended, the list
is embarrassing.
Where are all
the local black
businesses? The

sororities and, especially, the
fraternities? 
Where was Mayor Bill Bell or
one of his representatives at
the game to offer a few words
of encouragement to let those
young men know that they are
important too? Bell certainly
shows up at the Greater N.C.
Pro-Am Summer Basketball
League every season. 
What James and her staff are
doing is truly remarkable. 
When DP&R eliminated its
summer baseball league for
boys 13 and over during the
recession, James refused to
give in. She had a lot at stake
herself. Her 16-year-old son
was also left out in the cold.
“He said ‘Mom, what am I go-
ing to do?’ “
James and supporters pulled
together and started their own
summer league at Cresset Park
with donated equipment. It
was a rough two years, but
they hung tight until opportu-
nity struck. 
Minor League Baseball was
just starting an inner city base-
ball program and was looking
for a host city. To make a long
story short, James put togeth-
er a proposal and the rest is
history.
MiLB paid for uniforms,
equipment and umpires. The
league was so popular, play-
ers walked for miles or rode
two and three buses just to at-
tend practice. That’s how bad-
ly they wanted to be involved
in something positive.
And it wasn’t just about the
baseball. Players had to main-
tain good grades and take life
skill classes. 
MiLB Executive John Cook
told me how several players
who were approached about
joining a gang flat out said no.
They had to go home and
study so they could play ball.
And no, not everybody has
been cooperative. There are
some uninvolved, lazy par-
ents, but that’s not the young
men’s fault. (Psst, here’s a se-
cret: Sorry parenting comes in
all races and economic status.)
“I told them  if your mama
don’t care, I care. I’ll be your
mama,” James said.
When MiLB left two years
ago, James knew they were on
borrowed time to keep the
league afloat. Then she gets se-
lected for an all-expense paid
cruise and meets Gill. 
The Durham Bulls, who re-
took ownership of the Durham
Athletic Park, gives them a
break on the rent, and Duke
law students helped her tran-
sition Long Ball into a 501©3
tax-exempt organization un-
der the new name Durham
Triple Play League Inc. – Long
Ball. 
And the beat goes on.
So, while it is encouraging to
see the support the program
is receiving, it is also disheart-
ening that a white business-
man can travel thousands of
miles to support a predomi-
nately black baseball league
and “home folks” can’t even
drive down the street.

‘Dissed’
at home

BONITTA
BEST

Jermaine Jones excelled in both track and football for the Falcons.

CIAA takes 5 national track awards
When Lennox
Graham took over as
head track coach six
years ago, Johnson C.
Smith was a little
player in CIAA track
and field. But since
Graham, the Golden
Bulls have quietly
moved up the food
chain to give – at least

on the women’s side – national power
St. Augustine’s a run for its money.
Smith women recently finished their
highest national outdoor season in pro-
gram history after a close runner-up
placement at last month’s NCAA
Division II Outdoor Championships.
The Golden Bulls lost the DII champi-
onship by just six points behind
Academy of Art. Smith tied for 13th
last season with just 16 points. 
Smith’s accomplishments earned
Graham U.S. Track and Field and Cross
Country’s National Women’s Coach of
the Year. 
“They started the season with a vi-
sion,” said Graham who guided the

women to a CIAA outdoor title. “They
worked hard. I’m proud of them.”
Smith’s performance was part of a
dominating outdoor track and field sea-
son by the conference as a whole. St.
Aug’s men, who also took the indoor
national championship, won their 11th
DII outdoor title with a performance
for the ages. 
The Falcons entered the event with
a nation-best 23 entries and ran going
away with 105 points, almost doubling
second-place Ashland’s 57 points. The
105 was the highest winning total since
Abilene Christian’s 108.5 in 2009. 
And let’s not forget the men’s 4x100-
relay team twice breaking the DII record
in the event.
Williams, along with assistant Sandy
Chapman, were named the USTFCCCA
National Men’s Coach of the Year and
National Men’s Assistant Coach of the
Year, respectively.
“When you win the nationals, every-
thing else falls in place,” said Chapman,
who also ran for Williams. “I thank
Coach (Williams) for giving me an op-
portunity, and I thank the kids. If it was-
n’t for the kids, I wouldn’t have won
this award.”
Added Wiliams: I hope the awards

keep coming for Sandy because he
works hard and is a loyal person.”

A clean sweep
Smith’s Danielle Williams and St.
Aug’s Jermaine Jones made it a clean
sweep for the conference in the indi-
vidual awards
Williams was named the USTFCCCA
National Women’s Track Athlete of the
Year after her victories in the 100- and
200-meter dashes, and a runner-up fin-
ish in the 100 hurdles at the nationals. 
The junior from St. Andrew, Jamaica,
set a national record in the 200 with a
time of 22.62. Even her second-place
finish in the hurdles was the third-
fastest time in DII history. Williams did
a not lose a final in either the 100 or
200 meters during the entire outdoor
season.
Jones, who is also a wide receiver,
added the National Men’s Track Athlete
of the Year Award to his trophy case.
The Wilmington, N.C., native ran the
anchor leg on the record-setting relay
team and won the 200–meter dash.
“I was speechless when I found out
(award),” he said. “Then I started thank-
ing God because he has been blessing
me on the track these past months.

“The key this year was working hard-
er, listening to the coaches more and
taking it (track) more seriously. …Coach
Williams kept telling me to keep work-
ing hard and everything will pay off.”
Jones is the third Falcon in six years
to win a national outdoor award. Joel
Kindred was the back-to-back winner
in 2008 and 2009, and Kwonya
Ferguson took the women’s award in
2007.
“We are glad football let us have
(Jones) the past two years,” Williams
said. 

Other notable performances:
• Sophomore sprinter Quanera Hayes

gave Livingstone
College its first fe-
male national cham-
pion after winning
the 400 meters with
a school record 51.54
seconds.
“This is a tremen-
dous honor for
Livingstone College
track and field, and is
proof that Blue Bear

Nation can compete with the best in
the country,” head coach Justin Davis
said.

By Bonitta Best
editor@triangletribune.com
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Brian Mitchell, 10, pitched two innings for the Black Knights and allowed just one run
and three strikeouts before being relieved in the third and final inning in the Black
Knights’ 5-1 win over Six Athletics last week in the Durham Bulls Youth Athletic League
at Scarborough Field on Alston Avenue. He also batted 1-for-2 and scored a run. The
victory keeps the BKs undefeated in the 9- to 12-year-old division. 

COLLEGE CORNER

Bill Hayes gets contract extension
Bill Hayes is like the
Energizer Bunny. He just keeps
going and going and going. 
The Winston-Salem State ath-
letic director was given a three-
year contract extension last
week at the age of 70. He does-
n’t get a salary increase from
the $145,000 he’s currently
making, according to The
Winston-Salem Journal, just job
security and a way of saying
“thank you” by Chancellor
Donald Reaves.
“He has won 14 conference
championships in three years
and that says a lot,” Reaves told
the WSJ.
And speaking of the Rams,
sources say the CIAA presea-
son football luncheon will be
moving off Virginia State’s
campus to WSSU next month.
Gee, will the CIAA corporate of-
fice be next?
Chowan has added to its
football staff. Devan Hill will
serve as an assistant with the
cornerbacks. Hill, a Hampton

alum, was
one of the as-
sistants HU
coach
Donovan
Rose let go a
while back.
He was the
defensive
backs coach
and recruiting

coordinator. As a player, Hill
was a member of the 1997 and
’98 MEAC championship

teams.

WOMEN
N.C. Central
Rising senior Tenika Neely
has been selected to intern in

a 12-week
Nike program
in Atlanta for
the second
straight year.
Neely began
work this
week as a
strategic plan-
ning intern.
The Nike pro-
gram is consid-

ered by many as one of the top
15 internships in the country.
“I am honored to have been
selected for this internship
with the opportunity to repre-
sent NCCU and the MEAC,” the
double major in political sci-
ence and psychology said. “I
know this experience will help
me in my life after college by
giving me great work experi-
ence and networking opportu-
nities.”

St.
Augustine’s
Kudos to
outgoing sen-
ior Autumn
Smith-
Faulkner on
being chosen
to receive an
NCAA
Division II

Degree-Completion Award.
The program provides deserv-
ing student-athletes with finan-
cial assistance to complete
their college degree.
“It is a privilege and a bless-
ing to receive an award that will
allow me to complete my de-
gree,” said Smith-Faulkner who
is scheduled to graduate in
December. “Most former stu-
dent-athletes who no longer

have eligibility have difficulty
receiving financial help for
their remaining credits. I real-
ize how fortunate I am to have
another opportunity to finish
my degree, and the NCAA is
helping me achieve that goal.”
Well, this is one thing the
NCAA got right.

MEN
N.C. Central
All the buzz over at Eagleland

– besides the new chancellor
– is coach Henry Frazier inter-
viewing for the athletic direc-
tor’s job at his old stomping
ground, Prairie View A&M.
Frazier was the head football
coach there and turned the
program from a laughingstock
into a SWAC power.
Everybody has an opinion,
but most folks don’t think he’s
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